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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2005—06 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 281

Introduced by Assembly Member Liu

February 9, 2005

I . . »” L Code-relat hitd
pornegraphy—An act to amend Section 85306 of the Government
Code, relating to the Political Reform Act of 1974.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 281, as amended, Liu. Ehild-pernegraphy-The Political Reform
Act of 1974.
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(1) Existing provisions of the Political Reform Act of 1974 establish
specified contribution limitations with regard to candidates for
elective state office and statewide elective office, but permit
contributions to be transferred between campaign accounts controlled
by a single candidate under specified conditions. These conditions
include a condition that no transfer of funds from a contributor
exceeds the applicable contribution limit of the campaign account
receiving the transferred funds.

This bill would provide that when the committee making such a
transfer is subject to a higher contribution limit than the committee
receiving the transferred funds, any remaining funds not eligible for
transfer under the contribution limit to the committee receiving the
funds shall be returned to the contributor or contributors.

(2) Existing law makes a violation of the act subject to
administrative, civil, and criminal penalties.

This bill would impose a state-mandated local program by imposing
potential criminal penalties on persons who violate its provisions.

(3) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse
local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this
act for a specified reason.

(4) The Political Reform Act of 1974, an initiative measure,
provides that the Legislature may amend the act to further the act’s
purposes with a 7; vote of each house and compliance with specified
procedural requirements.

This bill, which would declare that it furthers the purposes of the
act, would therefore require a 7; vote.

Vote: majority-7;. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
1 SECHON-1—Section-311-11-of the Penal-Codeis-amendedto
2 teatk
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SECTION 1. Section 85306 of the Government Code is
amended to read:

85306. (a) A candidate may transfer campaign funds from
one controlled committee to a controlled committee for elective
state office of the same candidate. Contributions transferred shall
be attributed to specific contributors using a “last in, first out” or
“first in, first out” accounting method, and these attributed
contributions when aggregated with all other contributions from
the same contributor may not exceed the limits set forth in
Section 85301 or 85302. Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, if a transfer is made pursuant to this subdivision, and the
committee making the transfer is subject to a higher contribution
limit than the committee receiving the transferred funds, any
remaining funds that are not eligible under section 85301 or
85302 for transfer to the committee receiving the funds shall be
returned to the contributor or contributors.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a candidate for elective
state office, other than a candidate for statewide elective office,
who possesses campaign funds on January 1, 2001, may use
those funds to seek elective office without attributing the funds to
specific contributors.

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a candidate for statewide
elective office who possesses campaign funds on November 6,
2002, may use those funds to seek elective office without
attributing the funds to specific contributors.

SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the
penalty for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section
17556 of the Government Code, or changes the definition of a
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crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the
California Constitution.

SEC. 3. The Legislature finds and declares that the provisions
of this act further the purposes of the Political Reform Act of
1974 within the meaning of subdivision (a) of Section 81012 of
the Government Code.
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